Chapter XII

The Prohibition Against
the Sacred Name
n the time of the messiah it was prohibited by Jewish law (based upon
rabbinical interpretation and not scriptural precedent) for all the ≈rah μ[
(am ha-erets; people of the land), except for the high priest and a chosen few,
to pronounce or use the sacred name; and even these men were permitted its
utterance only under special circumstances.1 Transgression of this Jewish law
was punishable by death. This historical fact and its ramifications upon statements made in the New Testament have gone almost totally unnoticed by
Christian theologians. The failure to consider the consequences of Jewish traditions and laws as they relate to and often oppose the teachings of the messiah and his disciples—as well as the events that subsequently transpired—
has left an important missing dimension in Christian understanding of the
New Testament. To clarify this problem, so that the doctrine of the messiah
and his disciples with regard to the sacred name can be fully comprehended,
we must now discuss some of the evidence of this legal prohibition.

I

Background

Archaeological evidence, as well as historical records, testify that from the
time that the Israelites were first banded together as a nation at the Exodus
in 1439 B.C.E. until a small group of their Judahite branch was permitted to
return to Judaea from their Babylonian captivity in the late sixth and midfifth century B.C.E., the Isra-elites commonly spoke and wrote the sacred
name Yahweh.2 Referring to this evidence, the noted historian William
Foxworth Albright comments:3
In essentials, however, orthodox Yahwehism
remained the same from Moses to Ezra.
The Encyclopaedia Judaica similarly concludes:4
At least until the destruction of the First Temple in
586 B.C.E. this name [Yahweh] was regularly pronounced with its proper vowels, as is clear from the
Lachish Letters, written shortly before that date.
1 Also see Vol. II.
2 See Vol. II, Chaps. II and III.
3 ARI, p. 175.
4 EJ, 7, p. 680.

